“From the Pastor September 7, 2010
A Dream

Dear Friends,

My friend, Bob Smith, got me thinking about how we
dream for the future. August 28 was the 47" anniversary
of Martin Luther King, Jr.’s “I have a Dream” speech at
the Lincoln monument. Several years ago I used his
speech (really a sermon) to illustrate the continuing need
for our inclusive response to people in our community.

However, the image as Dr. King describes the future
looks utopian in its form. But what really matters is the

relationships he described.
1 have a dream that one day [enemies] will be able to sit down
together at the table of brotherhood. Thave a dream that one day
[we] will be transformed into an oasis of freedom and justice. I
have a dream that my four little children will one day live ina
nation where they will not be judged by the color of their skin
but by the content of their character. Ihave a dream today! . . .
Little black boys and black girls will be able to join hands with
little white boys and white girls as sisters and brothers.

As you know, my particular vision of the local church 18
built on relationships. I believe that when we base the
interaction we have with each other on compassion and
mutual trust, then the relationships hold positive a force
for us. The care we demonstrate comes directly from a
deep commitment to the life and truth of Jesus Christ.
When we develop relationships with others, out of the
compassion we know God wants us to value and imitate,
we truly minister in Christ’s name.

I have a dream that we will one day put our building to
intense use in real ministry. 1 envision that the building
on the comer of Main and Elm will house a workshop for



new immigrants. I can see a busy group of people
making crafts and weaving fabrics. I imagine them
selling at farmers markets and craft fairs for sustaining
their fellowship. I picture a classroom set up with
‘computers where members of our church patiently
instruct young and old novices. There they learn how to
use the computers for school and business and personal
communication. I glimpse a kitchen full of immigrants
and church members cooking meals that have been
ordered for taking home. I dream that we have a new
influx of local folks who are curious about the vitality
and effectiveness of our ministry. They want to be a part
of the excitement.

I also imagine a building where groups plan to go into
Springfield to work at soup kitchens and shelters. I
recognize sustained connections to the cancer center with
prayer shawls. I anticipate a branch of the Parish
Cupboard where hungry folk in Agawam can receive a
bag of groceries. Ibelieve that we will discovera
passion for connecting with American Baptist work in |
other parts of our country and the world.

None of this can happen if we do not have fuller
relationships with each other, We must share our
dreams. We need to open up our hearts and get beyond
the words of weather and personal health., We must tell
what God reveals to our hearts. We have to respond to
what God says to us. We should trust each other, that we
will take each other seriously. We also have got to listen
and accept the dreams each of us have, and to realize that
our dreams may be the same dream that God has.

What is your dream for us? -- Tom



CARING CONNECTION

1 1 th
ANNUAL TAG SALE

The Caring Connection is planning their Annual Tag
Sale on

Saturday, October 23*°
9:00am until 2:00pm.

If you would like to rent a space ($15.00 per space)
for yourself or your organization, or for more
information, please call:

Lorie Baker — 786-8140
OR
Gwenn Magovern — 786-3542

Visit the Snack Bar for lunch. Sandwiches, hot
dogs, beverages and other snacks will be available.

Start planning now as you do your fall cleaning. The
items you no longer want might just be what someone
else is looking for.

Proceeds from this annual event go towards the meal
the Caring Connection prepares each month for the
Parish Cupboard.

You can support this annual event by reserving a
space or stopping by to shop and have lunch.



JINGLE VALLEY FAIR NEWS

Plans are underway for the 2010 Jingle Valley
Fair on November 20, and we need YOU!

Be a part of making this year's fair a big
success. We need your talents to help provide great
'eats' for the food table and snack shoppe, 'sweets’
for the candy table, holiday 'treats' in general, gifts
for our gift table, plants for our plant table and
donations for the tag sale. We also need workers for
the days leading up to the fair, setting up, the day of
the fair, and of course cleaning up afterwards!
Please help us by signing up in Davis Hall, ASAP,
and if someone calls and asks for your help we hope
you are led to say yes.

We also welcome donations of a basket for the
opportunity table, we will be happy to assemble the
basket for you if you would like us to. If you would
like to donate a basket but are unable to shop for the
contents a monetary donation is welcome and we
will purchase the contents for you.

Also mark your calendar to join us in making
crafts for the fair on October 3 and November 7
following our church service. Please bring a brown
bag lunch (a drink will be provided) and a desire to
assemble crafts. Many hands make light work and
this will be a fun time to chat while we work. All skill
jevels are welcome.

Joan Woods 262-1778
Jennie Oyola 313-3824---Ouida Gnall 821-9520
A great big THANK YOU to ailll!



SERMON TALKBACK
The Deacons will host a sermon talkback following

worship. This is an opportunity for adults to respond
to the message of the sermon and the scripture.

The deacons will facilitate this so that each person
may contribute their own insight. Tom Rice will
share or provide further understanding or answer
questions when they arise. Please join this lively
discussion after getting a cup of coffee and a cookie.

Sermon Talkback will not take place on Sundays
when there is another event to which the whole church

is invited. This will include Pancake Breakfasts,
Homecoming events and Advent Workshop.

October scriptures and topics are:
10/03 2 Timothy 1:3-14  Guard the Treasure
10/10  James 2:14-18 Show Your Faith
10/17  Acts 4:32-37 Encouraged in Giving
10/24  Ed Guerard, preaching - Homecoming
10/31 2 Corinthians 8 Faithful Living

LUNCH AND BIBLE STUDY

The Lunch and Bible Study is coming back! For the
third year, those who can are invited to gather in the
parlor on the second and fourth Monday of each month to
study the Gospel of John at 12:30 p.m.

Pack a sandwich and your favorite Bible. Hot or cold
beverages will be available. We will begin in chapter 9
on October 25. (Oct. 11 is the Columbus Day holiday.)

Hope to see you there.—Tom.




HOMECOMING

Save the Date! Homecoming is October 24. We
will have a special speaker who will inspire all of us.
Ed Guerard will bring the message at our 9:30 a.m.
worship. Ed was, for a long time, the director of our
Baptist camping program and facilities. Then he was
our mission support expert for TABCOM. Now,
although retired, he encourages our giving.

Following worship, we will share in a pancake
breakfast, served by the youth group. We also hope
to have a photograph taken of everyone who attends.
Copies will be available at a later time for those who
wish to purchase them.

Come and invite family, neighbors and friends to join
with us. We will celebrate the reality that our church
home is a warm and loving place. Our relationships
with each other and with Christ encourage and
strengthen us for our life’s journey.

MASTER CALENDAR AVAILABLE

Every committee chair and leader of every group
connected with our church needs to acquire a master
calendar. The 9 month calendar (September-June) will
be available by September 26. It will be distributed by
Edie Gottsche our Administrative Assistant.

This calendar will have all scheduled events and rooms
reserved. It will include outside groups that have rented
or secured space. Before a new event or meeting is
scheduled, it must first be cleared with Edie. Check
the Master Calendar when making your plans.



DAV AV AV AV AV,

CrossROADS

CrossROADS is not a new concept. A few years ago,
the Deacons sponsored a Lenten series of alternative
worship services, once a month, on Sunday evening.
We will revive that concept on a monthly basis
beginning on October 24 at 6:30 p.m..

Focused on ministering to younger adults, 18-45,
CrossR0ADS will include a short video presentation,
discussion, meditation, prayer and coffee (or tea). It
will also be an opportunity for a worship experience
for those who have to work on Sunday Morning
(nurses, restaurant and hotel employees and others).
The deacons invite your suggestions for this ministry.

MEN’S BREAKFAST

Calling all men of the First Baptist Church! You have a
new opportunity to connect and make a positive change.

On the 2" Saturday of each month, October through
May, the men will gather in the church kitchen, at 8:00 to
9:30 a.m., for breakfast and conversation. Our Pastor,
Tom Rice will scramble eggs and grill English muffins

The men can talk about issues that interest them and
grow in their relationships. Perhaps some service
projects can come out of that dialogue. A brief
devotional time will lead into some discussion of a bible
passage. If you have to leave before the end of the
discussion, you are excused.

Save October 9, November 13 and December 11 for
these gatherings.












